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October 31,2011 

Gregg M. Sherrill 
Tenneco 
500 North Field Drive 
Lake Forest, illinois 60045 

Re: Tenneco's Potential Responsibility for Environmental Issues at the Foimer Wilcox Oil 
Company, Bristow, Oklahoma 

Dear Mr. Sherrill: 

The Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is investigating a former oil 
refmery, which was known as Wilcox Oil Company (CERCLIS # OK0001010917) located in 
Bristow, Oklahoma. The property is being investigated by DEQ under the authority of the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA), as 
amended by the Superflmd Arhendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA), pursuant to a 
Cooperative Agreement (#V-96688701) with the U^S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 
The purpose of these investigations is tp collect sufficient information coriceming conditions at 
the site to assess the exteiit of the threat the site poses to human health and the environment. 

The DEQ has determined that the site was owned and operated as a refmery from approximately 
1915 to 1963. The Wilcox Oil Company operated a crude oil refinery at the site from the 1920s 
to early 1960s. Available mfofmation indicates that the Wilcox Oil Company merged with 
Tenneco Oil Company in 1965. 

The former Wilcox refinery site occupies approximately 125 acres and is located in the N/2, 
NW/4i Section 29, Township 16 North, Range 9 East and in SW/4, SW/4, Section 20, Township 
16 North, Range 9 East, Indian Meridian^ Creek County, Oklahoma. A large volume of visible 
waste is present at the site, especially in the process area and crude oil tank farm. Elevated levels 
of metals and organic compounds have been detected in surface soils and sediments. A church 
with a playgroimd and six residences are located on the former refinery. Evidence suggests 
numerous children reside in each residence. Many of the homes have private wells on their 
property. 

EPA Region 6 is moving towards preparation of a Hazard Ranking System (HRS) package for the 
site in order to siipport proposing the site to the National Priorities List However, Region 6 has 
allovved DEQ an opportunity to contact the potentially responsible parties (PRPs) to discuss options 
available through the state's voluntary clean-up program. 
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Mr. Sherrill 
October 31,2011 
P^e2 

The DEQ would like to discuss the possibility of Tenneco entering our Voluntary Cleanup or 
Browhfields Program to address environmental contamination at the site. Enclosed is specific 
information indicating the location and ownership of the re^eiy and the cormection to Tenneco. 

Please contact me by December 1, 2011, to schedule a in^ting to discuss this tnatter. You may 
reach me at (405) 702T5157 or amv.brittain@.deq.bk.gov. Further information concerning DEQ's 
cleanup programs can be found on our website httD://www.deq.state.ok.us/lpdnew/index.htm. 

Sincerely, 

Amy Brittain 
Environmental Progfams Manager 
Site Remediation Section 
Land Protection Division 

Enclosure 

c. Ray Roberts, DEQ, VGP Section 

http://www.deq.state.ok.us/lpdnew/index.htm
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Former Wilcox Oil Refinery, 
Creek County, Bristow, Oklahoma 
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LAND PROTECTION DIVISION 
CONTROL SHEET 

t I / \ Program Code 6^3 
Subject: \A].|roy 

Type of Letter: ^ 

Date Draft Submitted: lO ^ j ij) ( 

Send Copies to; 

Initials Date 

1. 

2. 

Typist 7% \C) 11 
Preparer (Add or mark through names listed below as A / / 
appropriate for review of this letter) t)lj (Cj j*? / 

Letters to be submitted in draft (not on letterheadi form to the following: 
0-. 3. Preparer's Supervisor 

4. Compliance 

5. Attorney/Legal 

6. Clerical 

7. Signatory 

8. 

Final letter fprepared on letterhead & ready for mailing^ to be submitted to the following; 

1. Preparer (I have re-read this letter for content & quality) . . 

2. Data Entry (if applicable) 

3. Clerical 

4. Preparer's Supervisor 

5. Signature 

Letter will be returned to clerical person for copying and mailing. 

Date letter mailed/Initial: 
Certified Mail # 

(This control sheet is to be attached to file copy of final letter and placed in facility file.) 

Revised 4/29/03 
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